








COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


PRI PARTY DOCUMENT INCLUDES HARSH SELF-CRITICISM 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 8 Nov 83 pp 4-A, 31-A 
/Article by special correspondent Fernando Meraz/ 


[/text/ Chihuahua, Chihuahua, 7 Nov--The economic crisis, the devaluations, 

the rising cost of living, the tax increases, and the scandals inw ‘ving 
administrative corrupt. )n in the government are the principal factors that 

the National Action Party /PAN/ has exploited--using clever political tactics-- 
to obtain victory in the municipal elections in Chihuahua, Hermosillo, Durango 
and San Luis Potosi. 


These arguments--combined with others such as new examples of election fraud, 
greater price increases, and new instances of corruption in the official 
sector--will be used as part of the strategy that the PAN will use in the 
election campaigns of Baja California Sur, Guerrero, Michoacan and Tamaulipas, 
with the support of major sectors of the Catholic Church and business groups. 
The above warnings are contained in an analysis drafted by the PRI National 
Executive Committee and embodied in a document distributed to all the state 
executive committees with a view to preparing an election counteroffensive. 


This document (which includes severe self-criticism of the party) also states 
that "the organizational efficiency of our party--its ideological and electoral 
performance with respect to getting out the vote, developing campaign tactics 
and strategy, and conducting campaigns at the local level--must be profoundly 
revised." 


Specifically concerning the PRI campaigns in Chihuahua and Durango, the docu- 
ment states that "in general, the candidates' disconnection from the views and 
feelings of the rank and file is manifest, and the mistakes made in the pre- 
selection and selection of the PRI candidates were obvious. 


"These candidates,"' the document continues, "carried out personalistic cam- 
paigns without reference to party strategy. They were guilty of obsolete, 
stereotyped and ritual practices and of failing to deliver a genuine political 
message from the party with the conviction and courage necessary in order to 
counteract the arguments of the National Action Party and the other parties." 
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Whereas the PAN campaigns centered exclusively on pointing out the shortcom- 
ings and mistakes of the PRI and then offering the voters a "change" (in point 
of fact an ambiguous and arbitrary kind of "change"), none of the PRI candi- 
dates put up any effective defense of the present system. The text obtained 
by the EXCELSIOR reporter went on to State that these candidates refused to 
make any objective Study of the economic crisis and attendant circumstances 

Or any genuine evaluation of the underlying factors. 


An "A Priori" Concept That Should Be Attacked 


Expanding on its examination of the PRI campaigns in the districts lost by the 
party, the document declares that the Simplistic and "a priori concept" to the 
effect that the nation's economic crisis is exclusively the product of the 
corruption of certain public officials "should be combated," and that it 
Should also be pointed out that the business and clerical sectors have not 
been--and are not now--free from corruption of every type. 


"in the urban areas," the document Says, "the campaigns concentrated on the 
middle class and neglected the political activism of women and youth. The 
votes of the worker and peasant sectors were unwisely regarded as ‘safe,' and 
the question of motivating and encouraging these sectors was disregarded." 


In 14 pages, the text of the analysis by the CEN [National Executive Commit- 
tee/ of the PRI studies the electoral successes of the PAN and concludes taat 
they were due basically to the shortcomings and mistakes of the PRI. The 
analysis goes into specifics: 


"Opportunism played a role. In the light of our failure to defend the system, 
the PAN exploited vulnerable flanks. its propaganda concentrated on the 
corruption scandals, to the discredit of the PRI and the government. The 
central argument--which posed ‘the national crisis as the cause of the offi- 
cial corruption'--met with no strategic response and had a substantial impact 
on the election results." 


The document made the following recommendation to all the State executive 
committees: "We should seize the moment to attack--and minimize the effect 
of--this intentionally Simplified argument with respect both to the corruption 
and to the crisis." 


Widespread Dissemination of a Dual Image 


Still another vicious tactic (the document Says) was the intensive effort to 
propagate a dual image, namely, "The PRI is the defendant, and the PAN is the 
tribunal that judges, convicts, and proposes Changes." 


"Our mistake," the document acknowledges, "was that we did not unmask the 
entrepreneurial, clerical and proimperialist 'National Actionism' as the 
basic cause of the national crisis; that we did not brand it as morally un- 
qualified to propound such a criticism; that we did not reveal it to be the 
Sponsor and defender of the most elitist and reactionary interests; and that 
we did not call attention to its undeniable Sinarquista origins." 
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The document continues its analysis of the PAN campaign strategy, concluding 
that it is based on "the most orthodox of concepts with respect to 'marketing' 
techniques. An alleged ‘change' was designed and sold to the voters so as to 
exploit the contrast between 'crisis' and 'change,' with ‘change’ being the 
position and option preferred by everyone." 


The document notes, however, that this "change"--the product that was intro- 
duced on the electoral market--was in reality an undefined concept, anc asks: 
"Change for whom?'"' This point was omitted from its "messages." Instead, an 
abstract kind of change was promoted, as a "transformation of moral values." 


Economic Assistance to the Private Sector 


Honesty, democracy, legality and morality were proposed as characteristics of 
the product thus introduced onto the market. All this was presented in the 
abstract, without making any definite commitment to specific groups, strata 
or sectors of society and without spelling out the specific means and strat- 
egies for accomplishing this "change." 


The PAN solicited, as a logical "electoral market," those social groups most 
afflicted by the crisis and especially the middle class, women and youth, 
which in real terms have been genuinely impacted by the economic crisis. To 
this end, the principles of "marketing" were scientifically employed in a 
perfectly planned campaign embodying the psychology of selling; advertising 
strategies; public relations; and motivational techniques. 


In contrast to the PRI methods, the PAN resorted on a grand scale to the use 
of the various media, employing simple, reiterative messages of great penetra- 
tion; direct campaigning for votes on the street, in private homes, in busi- 
ness offices and in shops and stores; the selective use of the telephone; 
posters and leaflets of considerable effectiveness; and also the veiled use of 
church pulpits to aid in the formation of PAN currents of opinion--all heavily 
funded by the private sector. 


The document states that a measure of technical-political support on the part 
of agents of the United States has also been detected. It further points out 
that although the PAN was indisputably victorious in the urban municipalities, 
the rural and subrural sectors remained in the PRI columns and were clearly 
impervious to PAN penetration. 


PAN Victory Was Circumstantial 


In enumerating its final conclusions, the document says that despite the 
circumstantial victory of the PAN there is no genuine political-ideological 
current of opinion representing that party. Those who voted for the PAN do 
not represent an organized force of uniform convictions, as is clearly indi- 
cated by the fact that in many instances the PAN candidates were PRI dissi- 
dents. 


"The PAN victory," it declares, "was circumstantial; it was brought about 
basically by the manner in which that party exploited the crisis. People did 
not vote for the PAN; the voters voted against the crisis. In the face of the 
aggressive PAN penetration, the PRI did not respond with the appropriate 
political-ideological emphasis. 
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"A high degree of abstentionism--above D0 percent--was recorded. The im- 
mense majority of the voters lost by the PRI can be won back if the party wil? 
readopt its original political philosophy and if it fully honors its commit- 
ments to the people. 


"Lastly, and within the strict sense of the ideology of the Mexican Revolution 
and of its constitutional expression, the objective is not to ‘demonize' indi- 
vidual sectors; it is to have the public, social and private sectors--inspired 
by a nationalist and revolutionary spirit and under the direction of the 
State--fully assume their respective roles. The objective should be to 
counteract the strategy of the proimperialist entrepreneurial and clerical 
elite that the PAN represerits,"' 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


CTM'S VELASQUEZ CALLS FOR REORGANIZATION OF PRI 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 28 Nov 83 p 36-A 
[Article by Alfredo Ibarra B.] 


[Text] "We workers contemplate the present with optimism and have faith 

in the future and confidence in our institutions and in ourselves, 

because the working class plays an important role in the national consensus 
and is the most reliable and responsible class, as well as the one most 
capable of confronting all kinds of enemies, however powerful they may 
be," Fidel Velasquez, leader of the CTM [Confederation of Mexican Workers], 
has declared. 


At the end of the Third Congress of the Sole Trade Union of Workers in 
All Branches of Construction, which was held in this city (Cuernavaca), 
and in the presence of Governor Lauro Ortega Martinez, the CTM leader 
added that "all workers are aware of the role they play in these difficult 
moments in the economic situation and in the face of social and political 
problems." 


The sporadic victories enjoyed by opposition parties are due to tha 
failure of the revolutionary sector represented by the PRI [Institutional 
Revolutionary Party] to behave as it should, and since we are discussing 
the subject, "we demand a new structure, new organization, will power and 
decisiveness and that, once and for all, the way be opened up for the 
Mexican Revolution to march steadily forward, as it should." 


During the congress, at which Hubert Najera Giles, a deputy, was 
reelected leader of the union grouping all construction workers, the CIM 
leader pointed out that many union members lacked housing and that 
INFONAVIT [Institute of the National Fund for Workers Housing] ignored 
their needs. 


Velasquez made an appeal for unity, solidarity, discipline and support 
for the fight being carried on by the CTM, as well as support for the 
government and PRI, "because they are the ones that have to deal with the 
situation in which we find ourselves." 


He emphasized that the CTM's labor policy had not changed in any way. 
"We continue to carry on the class struggle, which frightens many people, 
but it is not we who invented it--rather, it is the consequence of the 
society in which we live and in which these classes exist," he said 


in conclusion. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


KOMSOMOL, NATIONAL YOUTH GROUPS ISSUE STATEMENT 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 30 Nov 83 p 39-A 
[Article by Rogelio Hernandez] 


[Text] Ina joint declaration, the youth organizations of the Soviet Union 
and the Institutional Revolutionary, Popular Socialist and Unified 
Socialist parties of Mexico declared that the installation of U.S. missiles 
in Europe and the attitude of the U.S. Government toward Nicaragua 
"undermines the possibilities for a constructive dialogue that would 
promote detente and disarmament." 


The Soviet delegation also informed its Mexican counterparts that the 
people, party and government of its country Support the objective of not 
being the first power "to use nuclear arms and also proposals to reach 
agreement on the prohibition of testing, producing and using chemical, 
bacteriological and radioactive weapons, as well as on the prohibition of 
installing nuclear arms in outer space." 


The document, in which the Soviet youths manifested "their recongition 

of the progress achieved by the Mexican Revolution," was signed by Valentina 
Matvienko and Anatoliy Kanunnikov for Komsomol and the broader organizations 
of that country and by Jose E. Alfaro, Roberto Zamarripa and Juan A. 

Campos Vega. 


At the end of the week of friendship, 23-30 November, between the youths 
of the two countries represented by these organizations, they agreed to 
issue a joint declaration asserting that "the core problem of our time is 
the maintenance of peace." 


Similarly, the visiting delegation expressed its recognition of, and support 
for, the "active foreign policy carried out by the Mexican Government with 
respect to the Contadora Group initiative, which is helping to avoid a 
confrontation in Central America." 


All the representatives signed a protest against, and condemnation of, the 
policy of the U.S. Government in Central America and, in particular, of 
its results in the invasion of Grenada, attacks on Nicaragua and events 
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in Honduras. They stressed that the only way to resolve these problems is 
by respecting the people's right of self-determination. 


At a press conference held at the headquarters of the Popular Socialist 
Party, they presented the document jointly, but at a given moment, the 
Mexican organizations disagreed on whether or not to retain a line in which 
tribute was paid to the progress achieved by the Mexican Revolution on the 
occasion of its 73rd anniversary. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


MICHOACAN: PSUM, MRP ALLIANCE--The electoral alliance between the Unified 
Socialist Party /PSUM/ and the People's Revolutionary Movement (MRP) intends 
to obtain a large turnout at the polls in Uruapan, Michoacan, where it has 
Simultaneously begun "a stern ideological battle against the Right," Henoc 
Pedroza Ortiz, chairman of the PSUM municipal committee, reported by tele- 
phone. The alliance also includes the local "2 October Revolutionary Union 
of Independent Organizations," a circumstance that ensures to this electoral 
front a broad social base. The Tarascan native Francisco Grano Hernandez, 
an active member of the MRP, has been nominated ag candidate for the munici- 
pal chajrmanship, while the PSUM and the aforementioned Union are repre- 
sented on the ticket for multinominal trustees and councilmen. Pedrosa Ortiz 
reported that the PSUM has formed other alliances with independent organiza- 
tions for the elections of next 4 December in Cuitzeo, Paracho and other 
locelities, with the basic aim of "defeating the Right." /Text/ Mexico City 
UNOMASUNO in Spanish 3 Nov 83 p 47 10992 


CSO: 3248/211 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


PAPER RAILS AGAINST SPECULATORS, BLACK MARKET 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 14 Dec 83 p 2 


[Text] It is no exaggeration at this point to claim that the supermarkets have 
become the main source of supply for hoarders. 


In fact, despite the fact that those sales centers have adopted the system of 
not selling more than two units of a product per person, the speculators are 
sending several individuals, until they manage to monopolize a large supply of 
goods. 


This has been happening for some time with items of daily use in Nicaraguan 
households, such as washing soap. milk for children, toothpaste, polishing 
paste, deodorants, etc. 


These items are literally swept away in a matter of minutes by the speculators 
at the supermarket shelves, later showing up at the stands of the so-called 
Eastern Market black market, or in other markets, at prices that are doubled 
or tripled. 


The height of this occurs when the "legal looting" of the hoarders takes place 

at the Ciudad Jardin supermarket, where they accrue that terrible profit of 100 
or 200 percent, without even spending on transportation, because they only have 
to walk a few blocks to carry the goods to the Eastern Market. 


The end result is that when the housewives arrive at the supermarkets seeking 
these items, they find the shelves empty; and faced with the peremptory need 

to purchase them, they have to succumb to the black market and pay the prices 
of bloodthirsty exploitation charged there. 


We know that, in a country such as ours, with limitations of all kinds and 
marketing structures that lend themselves to speculation and stockjobbing, it 
is extremely difficult to control prices and achieve a suitable distribution 
of products, particularly when the state does not have the resources and 
techniques necessary to combat such irregularities. 


Nevertheless, we believe that the state authorities should expend the greatest 


effort to curb this kind of speculation, which damages the popular economy so 
much; not only because, in this way, there is a disregard for the protection 
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that the revolution has been giving to the workers' real wages by means of 
subsidies, but also because there is a regrettable weakening of the state's 
effort to provide foreign currency on those levels to import some of the afore- 
mentioned items, which the public could purchase at fair, reasonable prices if 
it were not for the speculation. 


We caution about all this to urge the competent authorities to do something 
about it; because freedom of enterprise and trade cannot be a license to 
swindle people with the wrongful action of speculators and stockjobbers. 


Hence, sales systems should be found that will guarantee that the products 
will reach households at fair prices, at least in the category of those which 
the state imports or puts in the supermarkets even though they may be of 
native manufacture. 


We do not wish to conclude this commentary without citing the case of the La 
Pinata Shopping Fair, which is about to open and which, incidentally, has been 
a victim of hoarders year after year. 


2909 
CSO: 3248/282 


100 























COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BUTANE SHORTAGE LEADS TO LONG LINES AT DISTRIBUTORS 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 15 Dec 83 pp 1, 5 


[Text] BARRICADA was told yesterday by Comrade Jose Dolores Gomez, director of 
the Nicaraguan Petroleum Enterprise (PETRONIC), that only 90 percent of the 
national demand for butane gas (for cooking) is being met. 


As a result, every day one observes lines at the gasoline stations destributing 
this product, or at the ENABAS [National Enterprise for Staple Foods] stations 

themselves, many of which are requiring the card suppled by the CDS [Sandinist 

Defense Committee] to sell the butane gas in the neighborhoods. 


Two enterprises are engaged in supplying that product: Tropigas and Esso; with 
the former providing 70 percent and the latter 30 percent of the amount demand- 
ed in the country. 


Gomez said that, essentially, the problem has occured for various reasons: 
the problems involving the importing of crude oil and the sabotage of the oil 
pipelines in Puerto Sandino; as well as production problems faced by the 
refinery which produces much of the liquid gas in the country. 


Despite the fact that the government is making efforts to recover the butane 
gas stocks, there is annoyance among the ranks of the population owing to the 
fact that "there is cronyism" at some stations. This is because, while most 
people line up starting at 0200 hours at dawn, the gas station managers or 
Proprietors of grocery stores always keep in reserve cylinders of gas for 
their relatives or friends. 


PETRONIC director Jose Dolores Gomez told BARRICADA that there is a butane gas 
Shortage of 70 barrels per day (nearly 3,000 gallons); while Emilio Sequeira, 
the manager of Tropigas, stated that with the refinery's current production, 

at least the total demand in Managua could be met, something that is not happen- 
ing, because many people in the interior section of the country are sending 
their cylinders to relatives who live in the capital to be filled with the 
product. 


The PETRONIC director said that there is a problem in transporting butane gas 
to the departments, adding that the two companies selling the product are 
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using private transportation for that mission, which has been affected by the 
increases in the cost of the fuel. 


In this connection, a Study is being made of the possibility of increasing the 
subsidy for butane gas, because the consumer is still paying, and will continue 
to pay 7/1 cordobas per cylinder. 


The PETRONIC director remarked thac imports have doubled to cope with this 
existing shortage. The liquid gas comes from Guatemala, where the main office 
of the Central American Hydrogas Company is located, arriving there by ship 
from Mexico. It has to be transported to Nivaragua by land, because there are 
no facilities to receive it in any port. 


There Was a More Critical Period 


Compounding the cancellation of the arrival of ships from the multinational 
firm Esso, which used to carry the crude to the country, plus the blowing up 

of the Puerto Sandino oil pipelines, is the fact that the Esso Refinery stopped 
work for 12 days to engage in maintenance work. It also had to make stoppages 
on three occasions, because it lacked the minimal amount of crude oil required 
to process the liquid gas. 


Gomez noted that, during the last quarter, there were periods wherein the stocks 
reached zero, as a result of the aforementioned situation. 


A Solution: the Card 


In a tour that reporters from BARRICADA made of several distribution stations, 
we found that people have to arrive at dawn in order to be able to grab a place 
in line, and in many places as early as 0800 hours in the morning they are 
given a number for the time when the gas distribution trick will arrive. 


At Shell in the Central America Development, at kilometer 7 of the Northern 
Highway, and at a station in Villa Jose Benito Escobar (formerly Las Americas) 
we found many people who had up until yesterday been coming every day for a 
week to obtain gas. They also expressed concern that Shell will no longer be 
a gas distributor. 


some managed to buy it, while others had to return with the cylinders empty, 
or wait until the next day when the truck did not arrive (as was the case at 
Villa Jose Benito Escobar). 


In this situation, many consumers remarked that one way of putting an end to 
the lines would be to se 1 the gas with the card used to purchase the staple 
grains provided by the CDS. This proposal is already being implemented in 

some districts. For example, in Villa Jose Benito Escobar, they sell the 
product only to residents of that districtand of Villa Julio Buitrage (formerly 
Las Mercedes). 


Moreover, while some complained that there are still incidents of cronyism, 
when the station proprietors keep the gas for their friends, others claimed 
that it was fair, because many people work and cannot be absent from their job. 


102 











In Connection with Fuel 


Comrade Gomez said that the problem with the refinery has been surmounted, 
because there is a good supply of crude and the scheduling of the ships arriv- 
ing in the country has made it possible, during the last quarter of this year, 
to receive 1.14 million barrels of petroleum products, representing 100,000 
barrels more than had been previously received. 


Nevertheless, it has not yet been possible to meet the population's accumulated 
requirements, to which must be added the new demands for butane gas; because, 
as the statistics indicate, whereas in the past there was a need to import 
84,000 gallons per month from Guatemala, now the orders have to be made on 

a weekly basis. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


PIP CAPTURES 34 TERRORISTS IN CUZCO 
Lima LA PRENSA in Spanish 6 Dec 83 p12 


[Text] Cuzco, 5 Dec--PIP [Peruvian Investigative Police] in this city 
confirmed today the capture of 34 individuals involved in acts of terrorism, 
among them, "comrade Amilcar," who directed treasonable operations in this 
administrative district. More than 500 dynamite cartridges, firearms, ski 
masks and a large quantity of subversive propaganda were confiscated from 
the persons detained. 


It was reported that the treasonous group had set up two general headquarters 
in Tinta and in the Pischu Alto (Cuzco) quarter, where they planned the 
attempts they were to carry out. 


In the house in Pischu Alto whex2 Amilcar lived, police found 25 dynamite 
cartridges, 50 aluminum percussion caps for dynamite, a revolver, ski masks 
and propaganda inciting to armed conflict. 


Among the attempts attributed to the treasonous group is the attack on the 
Civil Guard Post of Tinta in which a sergeant and a professor were wounded. 
The incident took place on 11 November. 


According to the version suppiied by the PIP, they also participated in the 
daubing of the ruins of Sacsayhuaman. 


Among those detained were Feliciano Tapara, in whose home were found 280 
dynamite cartridges, and Ulises Perez Guevara, 21, "comrade Mario," a native 
of Apurimac. 


8089 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


SHINING PATH TERRORISTS KILL MORE PEASANTS IN LA MAR 
Lima LA PRENSA in Spanish 13 Dec 83 p 1 


[Text] Ayachucho, 12 Dec--Another peasant massacre was perpetrated by the 
subversive delinquents of the Communist Party Shining Path, in which eight 
persons were slain, among them three local officials of the Community of 
Santa Carmen in La Mar province, located about 165 kilometers east of this 
city. This incident took place last Friday at noon and only today became 
officially known in Ayachucho. 


In the meantime, day before yesterday, Saturday, a corporal of the Civil 
Guard, whose surname was Palomino and who had been taken prisoner by another 
terrorist cell in the locality of Paccha (La Mar), was probably executed 

since the treasonous rebels had sentenced him to death in what they call a 
"people's court." Another member of the Civil Guard, who succeeded in 
escaping from the encirclement in which he had been trapped by the terrorists, 
reported this incident and put his superiors in Tambo on the alert. 


The Santa Carmen massacre was carried out by about 30 subversives dressed 

in Civil Guard uniforms. They appeared at noon under the pretense that they 
were police whose mission was to find out which individuals were against 
Shining Path. 


When they had accomplished this purpose, the subversives lined eight peasants 
up and riddled them with submachine gun bullets. The coup de grace was 
administered with a revolver. Among the victims were Cirilo Zevallos, 
Florencio Huaman and Zacarias Rios (all official authorities) Leonidas Anasca, 
Emiliano Orozco, Victor Carrasco, Daniel Caza and another man whose surname 
was Cardenas. Then their bodies were stripped and thrown into a ravine. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


INVESTIGATION OF EMERGENCY ZONE VIOLENCE URGED 
Lima EL OBSERVADOR in Spanish 16 Dec 83 p 3 
[Article by Hugo Vallenas: "Terrorism" ] 


[Text] The events of the last few days in the so-called emergency zone 
Should cause us concern in a very special way. 


The approximate statistics of the press agencies estimate the number of the 
victims of the war against terrorism at between 2,000 and 2,500. The monthly 


In addition to this, 100 or so presumed terrorists may have died in 
simultaneous confrontations with the specialized forces in small areas of 
the Acobamba and Angaraes zones. There is no report accompanying the 
information on these deaths to the effect that members of the police forces 
were wounded or slain. 


Beyond the high number of deaths, of prime concern is the cruelty evidenced 
in several of these cases, which are always attributed by official sources 
to Shining Path. 


Disappearances 


The young murder victims found in the Infiernillo were on the long list of 
persons who had mysteriously disappeared. The authorities give assurance 
that the disappearances are the result of political recruitment conducted 

by the guerrillas, but several groups of citizens and members of the families 
affected ascribe them to the police forces themselves. 
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Their bodies were found naked and bore marks of cruel torture and their 
genitals had been destroyed. Legal physicians state that the bodies show 
bayonet wounds and the marks of contusions inflicted with army weapons. 


Political murder? Drug traffic? These are possibilities but there is much 
room for doubt. It would be hard for the drug traffic to gain a foothold in 
that region to which access is difficult and even more so when it comes to 
involving young people, who are hardly more than children and who come from 
modest backgrounds. And Shining Path is in the habit of conducting ritual 
executions, "people's courts," in the presence of witnesses and for purposes 
of revolutionary propaganda. The case of these young people does not fit 
into the picture presented by others which have been proven to be guerrilla 
executions. 


Nor does the report of the murder of 100 or so persons in addition shed any 
light on the matter. Given the lack of details regarding the events and in 
view of the fact that the victims have not been identified, it is difficult 
to imagine how Shining Path hypothetically could risk open combat exposing 
100 members of its fighting force, when its assault operations are typically 
very specific, involving only a few men and based on the element of surprise. 


Pacification 


The citizens have expressed at the polls their support of all those candidates 
who oppose militarization and the indiscriminate repression that rules in 
Ayachucho, Apurimac and Huancavelica. An initial concrete step toward putting 
an end to this disgraceful situation is the formation of a multipartite 
committee, with the participation of representatives of professional bodies 
and entities specialized in the matter of human rights, that will have full 
access to the so-called emergency zone, to investigate and explain all of 
these deaths. Public opinion has the right to assume that there exists 
another brand of terrorism: that of the state, the actions of which are 

of far greater danger. 


To initiate these investigations is a task that must be carried out jointly 
by the parties of the opposition, in order that they may begin to take action 
as a great political force with a national scope. The proposal of this 1 1 
first originated with the United Left, but it is now the urgent business 
everyone to put it into practice. 
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